Workers at BB, Martin Creagmery about 1910

This hrocksare kns been funded m part by a LLE. Deparimeni
o the Interior, Mationnl Park Sspace Histonio Preservstion
Fund grant snd admimisiered by the Indiana Depadment
of Mafurnl Resources, Thvisson of Historne Préservabion
and Archaeology. This progrom has received federal
assisiance for the identification, protection, and/sr
refabilimion of histone propecties and culiuml rescunces
im the State of Indimnn. Under Tithe VT o the Civil Righis
Aot of 1964 nnd Secoos 504 of the Behabilitation Act of
197%, ibe ULE, Deporiment of the Interior prohibigs
iscrmmimation on ik basis of moe, color, nalsonal cogine
or desabilety in its Sedemlly assisied progmms

IF v Believe thal vou e been Atscramisalsd against in
any progeem, acticity, of facility as deseribed above, or iF
you desive furiher information, please wiile 1o) Gifkce. of
Equal Oppartenity, U5, Depanmenl of the Dvsiar,
Washington, [0, 3EHG,

Thst actividy Ehal is the dubgect 6 Tha beschiune has b
financed in pagt with federal Punds Trom the RS,
Departimend of the Inferior, Mational Parks Service
Hirwaver, the conisnls and spinioas conaisd in this
mribdicarion . de il necdszardy reflact the s o palicies
of the Thepartmant of the Inlecior; noc does the miniaon
o Irmle names of commercisl producie censiilale
amiliermiml of recomunaidation by the LLS, Daparimani

1908 Banneker School graduating class with
Elder Watson Diggs, Principal and founder of
the Kappa Alpha Psi fraternity

Front Photo: Man standing on the Center of
Population Stone placed in front of the Showers
Brothers Fumiture Factory Plant #1 in 1910

In Appreciation:

Rezearch for this project was originally funded in
part by a Depariment of the Interior grant
administerad by the Division of Historie Preservabon
and Archaeology, Indiana Department of Natural
Resources,

Financial support for this publication was provided
by the Department of Housing and Neighborhood
Development, City of Bloomington.

Assmistance was provided by Danielle Bachant-Bell
and Nancy Hiestand.

Many thanks for the historic phofographs of Elizabeth
E. Bridgwaters" collection and William H. Mathers
MMusemm.

The buildings shown here are representative and are
not intended to be an exhaustive list of historic

A Walk Through
the

West Side
Historic District

Historic Tour Guide No. 1

City of Bloomington, Indiana

ol the Tolériom.

resources in the district,

West Side

When Bloomington was kaid out in 1818, the area now known as the West Side
Historic District was undeveloped sutlois—land reserved For zmall fanming operations
by town regidents and For future wrhan expangion, In TE53, tracks for the Louisville, Mew
Albany and Sabem Bailroad were laid along whatis now Morton Street, Indusirial growih
centered around the railread began with early businesses including Seward and Sons

West Side walking tour

_— !

Foundry, Thomas Hardesty carding mill, MeClhomn s grist mill, and Major Hite's steam
o mill, During this period residential development was minimal, consisting maindy of \ i - " HJ
large tracts of land owned by prominent citizens, Federal, Greek Revival and Italianate || i LIz B
styled 1-houges were a predominant heuse type with excellent examples @il present B 1 - ==
A the 19" century progressed the west zide experienced increased growih, Afler a 16 m n
devastating fire in 1884, the Showers Brothers Company relocated Trom the ¢ast zide of :l I”' i: H -‘

town 1o a site on the west side along the railroad tracks, The significant histery of the
West Side also reflects the rigration of African Americans o the Westside of Bloomingten }7

where they were encouraged to purchase homes and to be cloge to the Showers factory,
o ol the few companies that emploved Backs, (iher industries of that growth éra
were: Dolan Tierman Stave Factory, Field Glove, Bloomington Basket Company, Nurre
Mirror Company, Cémral Oolivic Stene Saw Mill, and Hoadbey Stone Company. The areas
continued w be integrated, however it became familiar as the home of Bloomingtons |
A frican American community and the location of its most impertant lndmarks. Second —|
Baptizi Chureh, Bethel AM.E, Church and the Banneker School are outstanding in both

the quality of their design and materials, A few wealthy citizens and middle class

businessimen built imposing hemes along Kirkwood east of Maple, but this was not e

residential trend. Instead, smaller lots were platted for denser neighborhoods on which | |
simply designed vemacular houses were built for the West Side’s rapidly expanding

worklorce, Myramidal roof, shot-gun, and gabled-ell house forms with Queen Adne or

Free Clagsic detailing—often available through catalogs and pattern books—were

comrmin throughout the neighborhood during e tum of the century and many examples

are still vizible, The esiablished nature of this community s also reflected in the bandmark limesione buildings ihat remain,

Cither budldings in the West Side reflect the city’z change from horse deawn to-antomobile transportation in the decade ofthe 1920°%, Car dealerships, garages, and motor specialty
businesses were built cloge to downtown and reflect the industrial architecture of the peniod: brick construction with sieel windows, stepped parapets and vaulied rools. Residences of the
early decades of the 20° century also reflect the predominant types of the period, the bungalow and foursguare with Craftsman detailing.

The period from 1900-1948 iz known a3 the “Bleemingion Benaissance,” These vears of growth and prosperity established the phyvsical chapacter of the city as it is seen woday
Busingsses of the West Side gured prominently in this era, Anoually appeoximately 52 million in prodicts and 53 million in Himeseone were exported, and 51 million came fnte the city thromigh
Indiana Liniversity, The heart of the West Side district was undoubtedly the Showers Brother's Furniture Factory, the largest single furniture factory in the United States by 1912 Shovwers
Brothers Company was alze known for (13 unigue scope of influence in fumiture design and innevation, in itz progressive stance on minority emploviment, and in the overall growth of the
City of Bloomingion

Digring the 19902, the West Side began experiencing a new type of growth. The restoration and re-use of large industrial buildings began with conversion of Showers Brothes"s Plant #1
inter elegant office space and City Hall. The residential area alzo experienced revitalization by various public and privaie entities. Funding for these projects came from a variety of sources
including federal fax creding, local tax abatement, CDBG funds, private invesiment, and other local programs benefiting owners of historic homes, The result has been an increase in
homeownership and revitalization of the peighberhood's sense of commauniny,

Today the Mear West Side of Bloomingion remains a racially diverse, Family oriented neighborhood with minimal aliérations to i historic homes aod commercial buildings. 1ois listed
ony the Mationa] Register of Historic Places and iz the Brgest area so designated in the city, Fairview Historic District, the boundaries of which are within the West Side Historic District, isa
Blooimingten local Historie District, Buildings that arg individually listed are noted by NE (Mational Begister) and LD Locally Designated) in the ite st More information on the West Side,
angd copies of the Mational Register nominations, are available in the Indiang Room of the Monsoe County Public Library,

* The walking tour iz at beast 2 hovirs o slightly Billy werrain




1. Showers Brothers Co.
Furniture Shaow reem
E31 Morth Marton
e 1o

O oof’ four remaining balklings
[rom the Showers Brothers
Company complex, the L-
shagpidd fonmer showroonn aml neseanch labormlory s consructad
of variegatad pod belck. 1 digplays a pllasesad fscade with
grimphe Henestone dedailing, a rised rustcatsd basanweii, amd a
atapped parapat rool typlcal of commercial balldings of the
pecsixd. The biikling momssdiate]y 1o the dorth (G601 M. Medion.
e 1915 ) Bomsed ilvd company s sdminisirative offiees. Allwagl
gamilor in appeamece, i dusplays more omonke and classical
limestone pilastors aml pacaped details.

2. Showers Brothers Co.
Furmiture Factory
A1 Morth Morion
1911923

Wil nizarly 200,000 square iz,
this is the lorgest remaining §
higtoric industrinl baikding o e “&5 '
city. At the height of the company’s opamtion the complex
caomatsted of Twe large Pectony budldings witli ovsr a domen simaller
supparting structures. known as Flant No. |, the faciory was
conairucted ina polyeenal plas to conform do the cablmosd racke
rupming on hoth #s east and west sides. The red brick building
displaye a digtinetive spwtooth roof with norib-facing skylighiz
and repetitive bays. A mapor rebabilitation project in 1994-
14ria mllonwed s adapiive re-usd as Cliy Hall. Acrods ihe stneet
al A E=420 . Morion (. 1927}, is tha Smallwood-Pike building.
It housed the Smallwood Restaurant (1927-28), Racord
Hatchery { 1925415 1, and Charkes Pike Lamber Company § 19510
56

3. Tinwis Ceniral Bailroad
Freight Depot
36 North Marion
19 NE & LD

To spar development i the
area, local poosemmest pronidad
am SRS 000 sabsuly toe rail lime
comstrustion alemg what is pow Morion Sireet. The depot was
built in the most architecirally functional way o gerve the
brgenming Fooestone, furmifurs and lumber companies nearby,
A second floor on ke soath sele was added m 1922, bt
59, ffey-four feet of freight speace was demaotished from the
norih e [n P3G the building was remeved Troom il service.
AL 2T W T s the 1922 Curry Baick Buikling, wsed as s Buick
dealership witil F971. The bl at 300 W, 7 [ 1915} originally
housad Bleomimgton Wholesals Foods,

4. Johnson’s Creamery
4iih West Tik
e 19131925, NR

Wand and I-.I!Is Jilmgon boughit
ouf the B Cresmeny
in P93, Shorly ilereatior the
olfest purt of this bock factory
okl et was baalt ot ehe eastend, By 1925 the spece: bl qandrupled.
The three=story, windowless, cork-lired ieehouse wis baill durng
il raphl expimaion of the 19205 The newest par of il buklding
cltes from the 1950% 15 adaptive reeuse retained the 120 fool
amckestack ad two g comprossem,

5. Bethel AME. Church

302 North Ropers

1921
Rloomingtom s ficst architect,
Jesh Michols, desipeed this Arts
apd Crafts sivle limes e
buildimg for ihe second boeation
of Batbal African Methodisl Episcopal congregstion, Toanded
im 1870, Member Mattie Jacohs Faller coised over 513,040
chialtars toward the bailding fund by playing gospels Bymns and
spiritunls on her porinble organ every Saarday aftemoon on
the sguane. Podniled arch window openinps, st glass amnd
mailii-paned windows, and an ashlar limestone and pilasterad
fagade distinguish this unigue peligious siruciune.

6. 221 Morth Rogers
. 15l

Thui% i ome of the few odd-19%
centary frane: bouses remalaliag
in Bloamingion. L has seresl
i Ol War hospital, a niaraleg
home, boarding house and
posalhly & roadhouse.  As unusually long Hhouse with rear
wing, gable=end climmey amd sione fowndation, it retaing mach
of its original appearane: daspite ibe addition of alunisen
gidling.

T. John East House
417 Wesl 6th
1863

Also known as Hrakefiekd. this
hiusa wag budlt a3 & parsoikage
for First Methadist Church. 11
wind later o'wned by Johin B Bast, lwyer, Coall War vesarn and
anthor ol Captats Fintlep ond The Ceneal Monen Exprens Robbery,
This brick two-thinds 1-lonse shows flee beginiing of the
trnsitional building period on the west side, [t featans alnbomte
beacketing on the froat perch and hamsdsoms: glass-work around
thez fromd o,

£ Blovmdngion Garage
A16 Wesi 6*
e 1925

Ihis budlding was fast used log
car regrair and savice and Bxler
a5 & Cheysler  Plymouth
dealership. 15 brick masoary,
stepped parapat od open Bowsiring ruse are ypleal perod
alemsen iz of suto-rekated architeciore. To the east, st 100 W 65,
waa (ke site of Havs Market, a bal procery sepving the wast
£l Tnom Che 19408 until the late 19905

9. Batman Towse

403 Wiesd Kirkwaood

1895
Dessigmesd by Bloomingion archiiect |
Jolmn Michats, tlis nsnsion was
baile by John Waldros for his
dauphter at the corr of kis
tannery site. She married Judge [m Batman, o prominent
attorney, judge and Firsi Natkonal Bank official, T house 18
thz sonle resicdeial exnmple of grupd propartion wse of limesione
in tea district [ pleh vadety of seooumes s fomms display
alemants of the Sscomnd Empire, Uneen Anne and Romanesque
Ravival siyles

10, Frosted Food Bullding

213 South Rogers

c. 1927
Crriglially bubli wo house o shea
metal end auto repar shop, the
bailcling 15 characioristic of carly
twenlieth contuwry imdustoial
conatruetion, The steel sagh ventilatos windows amd medal
berwstring 1ass mool provide inleresting spacs for adapdivie reise
as a retall center. The sdmilar besck baklding tr e noril, e Fall
Biuibling (¢ 19307, was also built For the aute mdusiry aned
digplays slmdlar arcldiecharal featires Tl brick hudlding aceoss
Fopers Sireal was e ocaton of Hoy Bums Marke (1934},
one of sevaral smnall grocerny stores that once dotte] the distret,
Tir the moribwest, al 505-581 W. 4%, ig the 1934 Ciny Gamge.

11, Grwves-Morrison House
Al Wsd Kirkwaood
c. 1885

Bl for the Ciraves Faaily, this
twen-sbory pabled-ell bas a nich
varely ol {iieen Anme detailing.
The two-story projecting bay
has its oam hockeisd aoble. Decombve serollwork ndoms the
wrap-around porel and o small segond story poreh has its owm
pabla. The Morrison family, only the secoad owoers af (ks
hosee, restored it in 1990, The building to the sast, af 514 W
Elrkwood, was origisally an unsdomed 1-house. [0 was
transformed ¢ 95 into e Clueen Anse style with o roand
comer ower, we-atory verabda with debieate pabrad colunims
and spimdle work, and decorative shingling im the gables,

12, Hendvix Howse
T26 Wl 6™
c. 1875

Built Frer Hapmah Hendrix befiore
the surrpasding area was
platied, this farmboose is an
axarple of an [-hoase with rear
afdittens. Motice the two-story frost porch, the fush t!|l1ll1&¢}|fh'
and the cormace emtablanre. Orgimally a simgle-Lamily dwelling,
it bag been an apartment himss sinee the sarky 1900

13, Fairview Methodis

Church

e West ath

¢ 1922
Fommclead s 1595, the congregation §
rebogaied & this sie when fire
destroyed its 1214 building,
BB im the: Gothic Bevival style, this brick builiding is ¢nkanged
with limestomes trion amd opalesesnt glass windows, To the west
At 613 W, 6 e Queen Arme-styling of this Inte 19 century
brack howss i3 indicated by the decortive slingling in the multipls
gables and the irregular floor plan, Moz the eiched glass windoow
and the poumd-arched brick Hnfels: Mext door ot 621 W, 6% this
< 185 binek Cmegen Anne cottage features a hipped roof with
pables, tall chimneys, arched brick limtels, and plain refums
Morth o the cliwreh om the comes of Jack som amd Tth (525W, T,
is 4 ¢, 1880 comtrnl passage home with & croas gabled porel,
decomtive shingle work, and bay windows,

14. Grilfin Honse

621 West T

c. 19
Built by Lalayerns Blaylisld, the
Grriffin famdly oegupied it for 44
years. The family owned Chality
Hardware Store amd Mrs, Griffin
witd 1 foninding member of the Fairview PTA. [t typical Queen
Amne detailing feptares makipde pables, tumed porch posts ad
a decorative spindle fricre. Drpediabaly g b wist, af 625 W
T s, 1925 sile pable bungnlow with a rock-faced limestons
poarche T his Bistse Dype 18 represen i of The Isler consinesisn
e af the esightorhoed,

Please respect the privacy of the owners by
viewtng all private buildings from the street

15, Flankgan House
T4 West T+

e 1895
Chne ol thie lome s earlest
diclipinids was W Fans whods
Family still maditaing a grocery
st e i courilioiss sgiams.
11 was lasar owned by the Bew. Adamson, miudaier of the Church
ol Cherist, and in the 19308 was occupicd by the Ringleie Shop,
ok o dlsr moany besuty parksrs in the neighborkaod . This twio-
sbory pabledeall has decortive gable shingls., commer brackals
and tursad porch posts with 8 decorative spindle frieze. Tha
Sweeney Hoass | 1932 pasted af 702 W T i2 one of tie few
Aunerscan Foursguore omes e sekehborhoeod, anether iypa
representative of the laber en. Belatively afTontable and often
il s kit o, itdoubled the squaps footsge of e bungalow

1o, 904 West T
. 19N}

I'lids gimgle story, frame shotgui
i5 one. poom: wikle widh o gablad
wing. s history raporiediy
includes use as a neighbarbood
reataurant. Addittonal exanplas
off the shotgun Buse cam be viewsd alorg N, Adams Simeet. The
pabbad-oll cotape ab 902 W, T feamures 4 hipped rool and
mmultiple gables of the Oueen Anne period.

17, The Banneker Schoal
Q30 West Th
1915

Swrrounded. by & Works
Prograss - Administralion
{WEA) limestone wall, the
Hanneker was subsiantially
it off dressed limestone that modestly recalls the Beaux Atts
atybe. From 1915 umtil 1954, the Banneker served s a segrepated
grade school, The City of Blooaiington now uses it a5 &
commiily center. Furnihar west om T Srneal, visted either on
foad o by velviehs, is the White Cak Cemetery, Originally nomed
Vsl Presbyterian Cemebsry for the chunch once located on
the site, burials date prior 4o 1ET6 and include locally promissnt
names such a% Fee, Wylie, Bryan, Gourdey, Woodbura and
Hemderson,

18. T2 West #*
e 1934

The WEPA construciad soviersl
limestome retniping walls in he
mghbeehicesd Thiscocample i= s
rixckfaced block while others
display “[mnd" shabs amd bbbl
firce ik, Hexngomal tike walks im he neghborhood are also WEA
prcracts. The o s the west aneadchiosl exarmples of typacal fate-
19 comlury Touse types, the gabledeell (nemes the streefal 713 W EY)
and the premidal mood cotinps (- the west ot 802 W, 1Y),

# o

14, Flins Abel Hinese

317 North Fairview

c, 1850; NR & LIy
EHas Abel, county mesuner and
state legisloor, bonght the lob
i 1R4% apd bailt s bouse
someatime befors selling the
propenty i 1856, Budlr in the Gireek Bevival style, arigimally
with 8 “fair view of the courthouss™, it may well be the finesi
framoe example of the cantral hall 1-house o Blecminglon. Tha
bevwe-pitetesd poof i sapported by a decorative oees with boxed
ratanes on il gable ande: Dore pilagiens aneon both frong
cormers and the epen porel (o restomtion) echoes the Greek
columng and decorabed fieee found on the eaves asd gables,
Further east at 527 W, 8 & Fainasw Public School, The pressnt
msln buibding {1%53) replacad the orlginal 1592 Romamesgues
Rervval strucimre, The WPA brick apmex was built m 1928,

2. Cochran-Helton-Lindbey
Hinise
S04 Morth Rogers
1850; NR & LD

Baailt i 1850 b Jamees Clochiran, o
prospens ol Bgoor merchant,
cabimetmaker and landosme, this
firposing brick Fhonse wad nasgond ia the 1970 D the 199
ceniary the hosse was owned by pronninent Bloomisgion oftises
iichuling Andnew Flebion, Samuel Buskick amd Hiram Landley
Anchitectum] feabwes inchice Malismate paired eime boackets, o fiond
portice with parired Himestones aolunes i o panélad fmat door watk
oo sicelights

21, Seeand Baptist Church
321 Morth Rogers
M3 NR & LD

Thie S Bapust compre gation

ws estublished m Bloomsngton

i TR Sammes] Plato, & black

architzet  from  Lowmisville,

desigiad this church acconding o the Akron plan: 8 squans
sapctuary with semi-circular seating. Plage was Jater employed

Iyt Bzdoral govemmaent omd deglgned many pest offices and

federil taildings, Heve the lamestone veneer fagnide hos lange

pables, 8 sgquare ball wwer and stadsad plags windows, Tha

comparsione inscription rends: “Second Baptist Church! 1905/

R MWLM, Pories, Pastor™
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